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Seasonal	Change	
	
Spring	
Leo,	Virgo,	Coma	Berenices,	Cancer,	
Ursa	Major,	Canes	Venatici,	Hydra,	
Draco,	Serpens		
	
Summer	
Sagittarius,	Scorpius,	Hercules,	Lyra,	
Cygnus,	Ophiuchus,	Scutum,	Sagitta,	
Vulpecula	
	
Fall	
Aquarius,	Andromeda,	Capricornus,	
Pegasus,	Perseus,	Cetus,	Cassiopeia,	
Triangulum,	Pisces	
	
Winter	
Orion,	Taurus,	Canis	Major,	Auriga,	
Gemini,	Lepus,	Monoceros,	Puppis,	
Hydra		
	
Circumpolar	
Ursa	Major,	Ursa	Minor,	Draco,	
Cassiopeia,	Cepheus	

Rick	Stankiewicz	-	M8	



Charles	Messier	
	
•  Born	in	Badonviller,	France	1730		
•  A	bright	comet	in	1744	inspired	him	

when	he	was	14		
•  At	21	he	moved	to	Paris	and	began	

working	at	the	Marine	Observatory		
•  Recovered	Halley’s	Comet	on	the	

night	of	January	21,	1759		
•  In	Messier’s	time	detailed	star	

charts	that	mark	the	positions	of	
galaxies,	nebulae	and	star	clusters	
did	not	exist	

•  When	he	began	his	search	for	
comets	he	would	frequently	come	
across	what	he	called	
“embarrassing	objects”	

•  So	as	to	not	get	fooled	by	these	
objects	again,	he	began	compiling	a	
list	on	August	28,	1758,	carefully	
recording	the	exact	right	ascension	
and	declination	along	with	detailed	
observation	notes	

•  Messier	died	April	12,	1817	



Messier	Catalogue	
	
•  110	objects	
!  3	asterisms	
!  26	open	clusters	
!  29	globular	clusters	
!  4	planetary	nebulae	
!  7	diffuse	nebulae	
!  25	spiral	galaxies	
!  3	barred	spiral	galaxies	
!  11	elliptical	galaxies	
!  1	irregular	galaxy	
!  1	supernova	remnant	

Rick	Stankiewicz	–	M22	



Asterisms	
	
Spring	
M40	
	
Summer	
M24	
	
Fall	
M73	



Open	Clusters	
	
Spring	
M44,	M67	
	
Summer		
M6,	M7,	M11,	M16,	M18,	M21,					M23,	
M25,	M26,	M29,	M39	
	
Fall	
M34,	M52,	M103		
	
Winter	
M35,	M36,	M37,	M38,	M41,	M45,	M46,	
M47,	M48,	M50,	M93	

Brian	Colville	–	M45	



Globular	Clusters	
	
Spring	
M3,	M5,	M53,	M68	
	
Summer	
M4,	M9,	M10,	M12,	M13,	M14,	M19,	
M22,	M28,	M54,	M55,	M56,	M62,	M69,	
M70,	M71,	M75,	M80,	M92,	M107	
	
Fall	
M2,	M15,	M30,	M72	
	
Winter	
M79	

Rick	Stankiewicz	–	M13	



Planetary	Nebulae	
	
Spring	
M97	
	
Summer	
M27,	M57	
	
Fall	
M76	

Brian	Colville	–	M27	



Diffuse	Nebulae	
	
Summer	
M8,	M16,	M17,	M20	
	
Winter	
M42,	M43,	M78	

Rodger	Forsyth	–	M42/43	



Galaxies	
	
Spring	
M49,	M51,	M58,	M59,	M60,	M61,	M63,	
M64,	M65,	M66,	M81,	M82,	M83,	M84,	
M85,	M86,	M87,	M88,	M89,	M90,	M91,	
M94,	M95,	M96,	M98,	M99,	M100,	
M101,	M102,	M104,	M105,	M106,	
M108,	M109	
	
Fall	
M31,	M32,	M33,		M74,	M77,									M110	

Brian	Colville	–	M33	



Supernova	Remnants	
	
Winter	
M1	

Brian	Colville	–	M1	



PAA	Messier	Certificates	
	
Four	different	levels		
!  30+	Messier	Objects	observed	
!  60+	Messier	Objects	observed	
!  90+	Messier	Objects	observed	
!  All	110	Messier	Objects	observed	

•  Certificates	differentiated	by	
acquisition	method	

!  Printable	resource:	
http://www.star-shine.ch/astro/
messiercharts/messierTelrad.htm	

	

Brett	Hardy	–	M51	



Books	

•  The	Messier	Objects	
•  ISBN:	978-1-107-01837-2	
•  $56.95	(Amazon.ca)	



Books	
	
•  Messier	object	finder	charts	
•  Two	volume	set	
•  Spiral	bound	&	laminated	
•  https://www.sky-spot.com	
•  $39.99	USD	



Sky	&	Telescope’s	Messier	Card	
•  Laminated	
•  Double	sided	
•  $6.95	USD	
•  https://shopatsky.com/products/

messier-card	



Websites	&	Applications	
	
•  Telescopius	

•  https://telescopius.com	

•  The	Sky	Live	
•  https://theskylive.com	

•  Stellarium	
•  https://stellarium.org	



Solar	System	Series	
The	Sun	

February	7,	2025	

Brian	Colville	


