
Sky this Month

April 2026

           
        By David Mills



      MOON



    FULL MOON



Moon
• The full Moon is on April 1St, at 10:12 p.m. 

• This month’s full moon is called the Pink Moon

• Moonrise on April 1st, is at 7:34 p.m. in the eastern twilight sky. 





    NEW MOON



Moon

• The New Moon is on April 17th, at 7:52 a.m. EDT. 

• The Moon is north of the sun. 

• This month’s moon is the New Flower Moon. 





Moon

• The planets Mercury, Mars and Saturn form a triple conjunction just 
west of the sun.  

• Venus is East of the and climbing in the western sky at sunset.  





      MERCURY 



Mercury 

• On April 1st, Mercury is deep in the solar glare as the days get 
longer.  Mercury rises at 6:08 a.m. on April 1st. 

• Mercury moves eastward towards the sun by mid-month.  Not 
visible for the remainder of the month. 





      VENUS



Venus 

• On April 1st, Venus is only 15 degrees above the western horizon at 
sunset.  





Venus 

• On April 1st, Venus sets at 9:25 p.m. in the western sky. 

 





Venus 

• On April 18th, Venus shares a quadruple conjunction with a 1-day 
old Moon 5 degrees to the northwest of Venus. 

• At the same time, the Hyades is 5 degrees to the northeast of 
Venus.  M45 is directly above Venus. 

• All 4 objects are visible low in the western sky at sunset.   

 





Venus 

• On April 19th, Venus shares a quadruple conjunction with the 
Moon, M45, the Hyades.

• Venus, a 2-day old Moon and M45 form a short straight line with 
Venus. The Hyades from a small triangle with all 4 objects close 
together at sunset low on the western horizon. 

 





Venus 

• On April 26th, Venus shares a triple conjunction with M45 and the 
Hyades.

• Venus sits in a straight line almost equal distance between both 
M45 and the Hyades in the western sky at sunset. 

 





Venus 

• On April 30th, Venus shares a triple conjunction with M45 and the 
Hyades.

• Venus reaches closest approach to the Hyades at sunset. 

• From April 19th to the end of the month Venus remains in close 
conjunction with both objects.  

 





Venus 

• On April 30th, Venus sets at 10:38 p.m. in the northwestern sky. 

 





       MARS



Mars 

• Mars is not visible this month.

• Mars remains deep in the solar glare as the days get longer. 

• Mars rises just before sunrise in the eastern morning sky. Mars 
remains close the sun all month.  

  

  





      JUPITER



Jupiter 

• On April 1st, Jupiter sets at 3:19 a.m. in the northwestern sky.       

  





Jupiter 

• On April 1st, Jupiter is high in the southeastern sky at sunset.        

  





Jupiter 

• On April 22nd, Jupiter and a 1st quarter Moon share a close 
conjunction at sunset.         

  





Jupiter 

• On April 30th, Jupiter sets at 1:33 a.m. in the northwestern sky.          

  





Jupiter 

• On April 30th, Jupiter is well placed in the western sky at sunset.           

  





     SATURN



Saturn 

• On April 26th, Saturn reappears in the morning eastern sky just 
before sunrise.  

• Saturn rises at 5:23 a.m. in the eastern sky. 





Saturn 

• On April 30th, Saturn rises at 5:08 a.m. in the eastern morning 
twilight sky. 

• The planet is slow low in the twilight glare at sunrise. 





    URANUS



Uranus  

• On April 1st, Uranus is high in the western sky at sunset. 

 





Uranus  

• On April 1st, Uranus sets at 11:41 p.m. in the northwestern sky.   

 





Uranus  

• On April 30th, Uranus is low on the northwestern horizon at sunset.

   

 





Uranus  

• On April 30th, Uranus sets at 9:56 p.m. in the northwestern sky. 

 





    NEPTUNE



Neptune

• On April 25th, Neptune reappears in the eastern morning sky just 
before sunrise.

• Neptune rises at 5:10 a.m. in the eastern morning twilight sky.  





Neptune

• On April 30th, Neptune rises at 4:50 a.m. in the morning eastern 
twilight sky.

  





       DEEP SKY



     GALAXY SEASON



MESSIER 83

    THE SOUTHERN PINWHEEL GALAXY





M83 – Southern Pinwheel Galaxy

• Other Designations: ESO 444-G 081, IRAS 13341-2936, NGC 5236,   
UGCA 366, MCG -05-32-050, PGC 48082, Grand Barred Spiral

• Type: Galaxy – Class – SAB – Type A Barred Spiral SAB(s),c

• Constellation: Hydra

• Diameter: 55,000 Light years across  Stars: 40 billion 

• Distance:  14 million light years from Earth 

• Magnitude: +7.6

• Size: 12.9 x 11.9 arc minutes across

• Age: Estimates range from 13 to 15 billion years old  

• Photo taken by HST 





M83 – Southern Pinwheel Galaxy
• The 1,000 rubies galaxy. M83 is a starburst galaxy, with enhanced 

star formation, particularly along the leading edges of its spiral 
arms. 

• Observations from Hubble reveal thousands of star clusters and 
nearly 300 supernova remnants.  Six supernovae have been 
recorded in M83, including SN 1950B and SN 1968L. This highlights 
the galaxy’s dynamic stellar activity. 

• Recent observations from the JWST (MIRI instrument), suggest the 
presence of a supermassive black hole at M83’s core. 

• Highly ionized neon gas detected in the central region may indicate 
an active galactic nucleus (AGN), providing new insights into the 
galaxy’s central dynamics.  



M83 – Southern Pinwheel Galaxy

• Below is photo from Webb Space telescope. 

• Close up of the core of M83 of the AGN – Active Galactic Necleus.

• Possible Super Massive Black hole. 





M83 – Southern Pinwheel Galaxy

• Scientific Significance

• M83 is a key target for studying star formation, galactic evolution, 
and supernova activity. Its proximity allows astronomers to 
examine stellar nurseries, interstellar bubbles, and chemical 
enrichment in detail. 

• Interactions with nearby dwarf galaxies, such as NGC 5253, may 
have triggered central starburst activity within the last billion 
years.  

• M83 offers a vivid example of a grand design barred spiral galaxy 
with ongoing stellar evolution and dynamic galactic processes.



That is the Sky this Month

By David Mills
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