
Sky this Month

January 2026

           
        By David Mills



      MOON



    FULL MOON



Moon
• The full Moon is on January 3rd at 5:03 a.m.

• The moon rises at 4: 58 p.m. on January 3rd, in the northeastern sky. 

• This month’s full moon is the Super Wolf Moon

• The 4th of 4 supermoons for the year 2025 and January 2026.





    NEW MOON



Moon

• The New Moon is on January 18th , at 2:51 p.m. 

• This month’s moon is the New Snow Moon

• The Moon is southeast of the sun. 





Moon

• The planet Venus is east of the sun and slightly north.  

• Mars and Mercury are directly south of the sun. 

• Both planets are in solar conjunction. 





      MERCURY 



Mercury 

• On January 1st, Mercury rises just 30 minutes before official sunrise 
in the southeastern sky. 

• Mercury is moving east towards solar conjunction. 

• No longer visible this month. Mercury remains low in the solar 
glare at sunset by month end in the western twilight sky. 





      VENUS



Venus 

• On January 1st, Venus is approaching solar conjunction and not 
visible until late January. 



Venus 

• On January 27th, Venus reappears in the western sky at sunset. 

• The planet is only 15 minutes east of the sun at sunset. Stil low in 
the solar glare at sunset. Nearly impossible to see. 

  





Venus 

• On January 31st, Venus is low on the western horizon at sunset. 

• Still deep in the solar glare at sunset as the days get longer.  

  





       MARS



Mars 

• Mars is in total solar conjunction not visible this month.

  

  



      JUPITER



Jupiter 

• On January 1st, Jupiter is well placed in the western sky at sunrise.    

  





Jupiter 

• On January 1st, Jupiter rises at 5:23 p.m. in the northeastern sky at 
sunset. 

• Jupiter is now 9 days away from opposition to Earth 





Jupiter 

• On December 7th, Jupiter and the Gibbous Moon share a wide 
conjunction. 

• Both rise together at 7:30 p.m. in the northeastern sky.





Jupiter 

• On January 10th, Jupiter is at full opposition to Earth and at 
maximum brightness of -2.50 Magnitude.

• Jupiter is well placed in the northeastern sky at sunset. 

• Visible all night. 





Jupiter 

• On January 31st, Jupiter sets at 6:22 a.m. the northwestern sky.

• On the same morning, a waxing Gibbous Moon shares a wide 
conjunction with Jupiter setting shortly after the planet.  





Jupiter 

• On January 31st, Jupiter is well placed in the eastern sky at evening 
twilight.  

• The Gibbous Moon is southeast Jupiter in a wide conjunction. 





     SATURN



Saturn 

• On January 1st, Saturn is well placed in the southern sky at sunset.    





Saturn 

• On January 1st, Saturn sets at 11:04 p.m. in the western sky.  





Saturn 

• On January 22nd , Saturn and a crescent Moon share a close 
conjunction in the southwestern  sky at sunset. 

• Both objects have less than 5 degrees of separation between them.

  





Saturn 

• On January 31st , Saturn is now getting lower on the southwestern 
horizon at sunset. 

  





Saturn 

• On January 31st , Saturn sets at 9:18 p.m. in the western sky. 

 

  





    URANUS



Uranus  

• On January 1st, Uranus sets at 4:31 a.m. in the northwestern sky. 

 





Uranus  

• On January 1st, Uranus is high in the eastern sky at sunset. 

• Uranus is less than 3 degrees southwest of M45     

 





Uranus  

• On January 31st , Uranus sets at 2:34 a.m. in the northwestern sky. 

 





Uranus  

• On January 31st, Uranus is high overhead in the southern sky at 
sunset.    

 





    NEPTUNE



Neptune

• On January 1st, Neptune is high in the southwestern sky at sunset. 

• The planet Saturn is less than 3 degrees southwest of Neptune and 
can be used as a guidepost to find the planet. 





Neptune

• On January 1st, Neptune sets at 11:23 p.m. in the western sky. 

• Neptune is just north of Saturn you can use the planet as a 
guidepost. 





Neptune

• On January 31st, Neptune is high in the southwestern sky at 
sunset. 





Neptune

• On January 31st, Neptune sets at 9:30 p.m. in the western sky.





That is the Sky this Month

By David Mills
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