
Sky this Month

October 2026

           
        By David Mills



      MOON



    NEW MOON



New Moon

• The New Moon is on October 10th, at 11:50 a.m. 

• This month’s New Moon is called the New Hunter’s Moon

• The moon is due south of the sun.





New Moon

• The planets Mercury and Venus are southeast of the sun. 

• Jupiter and Mars are west of the sun. Both rise in the morning sky. 

• Saturn is now opposite the sun. Closest approach to Earth Oct. 4th.





    FULL MOON



Full Moon
• The full Moon is on October 26th, at 12:11 a.m. 

• Moonrise on October 25th,  is at 5:35 p.m. in the eastern twilight sky

• This month’s full moon is the Harvest Moon. 





      MERCURY 



Mercury 

• On October 1st, Mercury is deep in the solar glare at sunset.

• Barely visible.





Mercury 

• On October 1st, Mercury sets at 7:34 p.m. in the western twilight 
sky.

• Mercury is lost in the solar glare again all month.  By mid-month 
Mercury is setting at 7:15 p.m.





      VENUS



Venus 

• On October 1st, Venus is low on the southwestern horizon at 
sunset. 

• Venus now sets shortly after sunset.





Venus 

• On October 1st, Venus sets at 7:19 p.m. in the southwestern sky. 





Venus 

• On October 4th, Venus sets at 7 p.m. no longer visible.

• Venus reappears in the morning sky at the end of October. Venus 
rises with the sun.  Lost in the solar glare. 





       MARS



Mars 

• On October 1st, Mars rises at 1:20 a.m. in the northeastern sky.

• Mars is still stationary in its orbit. 

  





Mars 

• On October 1st, Mars is high in the southeastern sky at sunrise. 

  





Mars 

• On October 5th, Mars and last quarter moon rise together in a tight 
conjunction.  Angle of separation is 30 minutes. 

• Mars rises at 1:22 a.m. in the eastern morning sky. 

 

  





Mars 

• On October 10th, Mars and M44 rise together. Mars is just outside 
the northwestern edge of M44 

• Both rise together at 1:17 a.m. in the eastern morning sky. 

 

  





Mars 

• On October 11th, Mars and M44 rise together. Mars is in the top 
corner of the Beehive Cluster – M44

• Both rise together at 1:13 a.m. in the eastern morning sky. 

 

  





Mars 

• On October 12th, Mars is just below M44 now moving away from 
the cluster.

• Both rise together at 1:09 a.m. in the eastern morning sky. 

• Mars and Jupiter begin moving closer together. They reach closest 
approach on November 18th.  

 

  





Mars 

• On October 31st, Mars rises after midnight at 12:48 a.m. 

• Mars is now slowly moving eastward.  

 

  





Mars 

• On October 31st, Mars is well place high in the southeastern sky at 
sunrise.   

 

  





      JUPITER



Jupiter 

• On October 1st, Jupiter rises at 2:59 a.m. in the early morning 
eastern sky.         





Jupiter 

• On October 1st, Jupiter is high in the southeastern sky at sunrise.  





Jupiter – Lunar Occultation

• On October 6th, Jupiter and a waning crescent Moon rise together 
in a close conjunction. 

• Both the Moon and Jupiter rise together at 2:50 a.m.

• 90 minutes later the moon occults Jupiter head on. 

  





Jupiter – Lunar Occultation

• On October 6th, at 4:19 a.m. the crescent Moon makes first contact 
with Jupiter’s moons. 

  





Jupiter – Lunar Occultation

• On October 6th, at 4:23 a.m. the crescent Moon makes first contact 
with the planet Jupiter. 

  





Jupiter – Lunar Occultation

• On October 6th, at 4:30 a.m. the crescent Moon completely occults 
Jupiter.  

  





Jupiter – Lunar Occultation

• On October 6th, at 5:18 a.m. Jupiter begins to reappear from behind 
the moon.    

  





Jupiter – Lunar Occultation

• On October 6th, at 5:27 a.m. 4th contact. Jupiter fully emerged from 
behind the moon. 

• The Occultation ends. 

  





Jupiter – Lunar Occultation

• On October 31st, Jupiter rises at 1:23 a.m. in the early morning 
eastern sky.

  





Jupiter – Lunar Occultation

• On October 31st, Jupiter is high in the southeastern sky at sunrise. 

  





     SATURN



Saturn 

• On October 1st, Saturn is low on the western horizon at sunrise.  





Saturn 

• On October 1st, Saturn is low on the eastern horizon at evening 
twilight. 

• Saturn reaches opposition to Earth on October 4th, with a maximum 
magnitude of +0.3 in the evening sky.

• Now visible all night.   





Saturn 

• On October 23rd, Saturn shares a wide conjunction with a gibbous 
moon. 

• Both objects rise together in the evening eastern twilight sky,





Saturn 

• On October 31st, Saturn sets at 5:17 a.m. in the western pre-dawn 
sky. 





Saturn 

• On October 31st, Saturn is well placed above the eastern horizon at 
evening twilight. 





    URANUS



Uranus  

• On October 1st, Uranus is high in the southeastern sky at sunrise. 

 





Uranus  

• On October 1st, Uranus rises at 9:22 p.m. in the eastern evening sky. 

• Uranus is a few degrees south of the of M45 as a reference point. 

 





Uranus  

• On October 31st, Uranus is high in the western sky at sunrise . 

• Uranus is a few degrees south of the of M45 as a reference point. 

 





Uranus  

• On October 31st, Uranus rises at 7:20 p.m. in the eastern sky at 
twilight. 

 





    NEPTUNE



Neptune

• On October 1st, Neptune is low on the western horizon at sunrise.

•  





Neptune

• On October 1st, Neptune is low on the eastern horizon at sunset.

• Saturn is around 5 degrees southeast of Neptune. Use as a point of 
reference. 

 





Neptune

• On October 31st, Neptune sets at 4:41 a.m. in the western late 
morning sky.   

 





Neptune

• On October 31st, Neptune is high in the eastern sky at evening 
twilight.    

 





That is the Sky this Month

By David Mills
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