
Sky this Month
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        By David Mills



      MOON



    FULL MOON



Full Moon
• The full Moon is on May 1St, at 1:23 p.m. 

• This month’s full moon is called the Flower Moon

• The Moon rises at 8:45 p.m. on May 1st.  





    NEW MOON



New Moon

• The New Moon is on May 16th, at 4:01 p.m. 

• The Moon is northwest of the sun. 

• This month’s moon is the New Blue Moon. 





Moon

• The planets Mars and Saturn are well southwest of the sun. 





Moon

• The planets Venus and Mercury are northeast of the sun. 

• Venus is furthest away and rising in the evening sky at sunset.  





    BLUE MOON



Blue Moon
• The 2nd , full moon or Blue Moon is on May 31st.  

• The rare spring Blue Moon is at 4:45 a.m. on May 31st. 

• The Blue Moon rises on May 30th , at 8:45 p.m.





      MERCURY 



Mercury 

• Mercury is in inferior conjunction with the sun and not visible until 
the last 10 days of May. 

• Mercury is low on the western horizon after it reappears. With the 
longer days the planet remains lost in the solar glare at evening 
twilight.  The last 7 days of May are you best window to view the 
planet. 





Mercury 

• Mercury is low on western horizon at sunset on May 31st.  

• Mercury has risen high enough to climb out of the solar glare. 





Mercury 

• On May 31st, Mercury sets at 10:26 p.m. in the western sky.   





      VENUS



Venus 

• On May 1st, Venus is well placed on the western horizon at sunset.

• Venus is moving northeast and climbing as the month progresses. 





Venus 

• On May 1st, Venus sets at 10:43 p.m. in the northwestern sky. 

 





Venus 

• On May 18th, Venus shares a close conjunction with a new baby 
Moon at sunset.

• Both objects are just 2 degrees from each other low in west at 
evening twilight.  

 





Venus 

• On May 18th, Venus shares a close conjunction with a new baby 
Moon at sunset.

• Venus and the baby Moon both set at 11:13 p.m. in the 
northwestern sky.   

 





Venus 

• On May 31st, Venus shares a triple conjunction with Jupiter and 
Mercury at sunset.

• All 3 planets form a short straight line with Venus dead center.

• Mercury is low on the western horizon at sunset.  Venus and 
Jupiter are well placed in the twilight sky. 

 





Venus 

• On May 31st, Mercury sets first at 10:22 p.m. in the western sky.

• Venus sets next at 11:30 p.m. in the northwestern sky. Jupiter sets 
20 minutes later.  

 





       MARS



Mars 

• On May 1st, Mars rises at 5:15 a.m. just 45 minutes before actual 
sunrise in the eastern morning sky. 

• Mars is close to the sun all month. May 25th, Mars rises 1 hour 
before the sun.  The planet rises in morning twilight all month. 

• June will be your best chance to see Mars in early morning sky. 

  





      JUPITER



Jupiter 

• On May 1st, Jupiter sets at 1:35 a.m. in the northwestern sky.       

  





Jupiter 

• On May 1st, Jupiter is high in the western sky at sunset.        

  





Jupiter 

• On May 18th, Jupiter, Venus and young moon share a triple 
conjunction in the western sky at sunset.          

  





Jupiter 

• On May 19th, Jupiter, Venus and a young Moon for a curve line in a 
triple conjunction above the western horizon at sunset.        

  





Jupiter 

• On May 31st, Jupiter, Venus and Mercury form a short straight line 
in a triple conjunction low on the western horizon at sunset.  

• Jupiter and Venus are well positioned close 20 degrees above the 
horizon. Mercury is around 10 degrees above the horizon.

• Jupiter and Venus are also moving towards each other for a close 
conjunction in June.





Jupiter 

• On May 31st, Jupiter sets at 11:51 p.m. in the northwestern sky.     

  





     SATURN



Saturn 

• On May 1st, Saturn rises at 5:06 a.m. just 1 hour before local 
sunrise. 

• The first 12 days of the month Saturn is low in the solar glare at 
sunrise. Saturn slowly climbs away from sun by mid-month.   





Saturn 

• On May 13th, Saturn and waning old Moon rise a wide conjunction 
in the eastern morning twilight sky. 

• Moonrise is at 3:50 a.m. Saturn rises at 4:22 a.m. 





Saturn 

• On May 31st, Saturn rises at 3:13 a.m. in the eastern morning pre-
dawn sky. 





    URANUS



Uranus  

• On May 1st, Uranus is low in the western sky at sunset. 

 





Uranus  

• On May 1st, Uranus sets at 9:52 p.m. in the northwestern sky.   

 





Uranus  

• On May 6th, Uranus sets at 9:35 p.m. and now gets lost in the 
evening solar glare at sunset.  

• Now longer visible this month.   

 





    NEPTUNE



Neptune

• On May 1st, Neptune rises at 4:46 a.m. in the eastern morning 
twilight sky.  





Neptune

• On May 31st, Neptune rises at 2:51 a.m. in the eastern morning 
sky.

  





       DEEP SKY



                    VULPECULA 



NGC 6823 AND NGC 6820

  CLOUD SCULPTING STAR CLUSTER





NGC 6823 – CLOUD SCULPTING STAR CLUSTER
• Other Designations: NGC 6820, Nefatari's Headdress, Emission Nebula, 

SH2-86, Part of emission nebula NGC 6820.

• Constellation: Vulpecula the Fox 

• Type: Open Star Cluster.  Embedded in the center of NGC 6820.

• Type: Nebula – Emission – star forming region of ionized hydrogen.

• Diameter: 50 light years across – small star cluster. 

• Distance:  6,000 light years from Earth

• Magnitude: +7.1

• Size: 7 arc minutes across 

• Nebula Size: 40 x 40 arc minutes across

• Age: Stars are 2 million years old.  Still forming. 



NGC 6823 – CLOUD SCULPTING STAR CLUSTER

• Photo below taken by an amateur astronomer. 

• NGC 6823 the small open cluster is surrounded by the main 
emission nebula NGC 6820 

• Blue arrow shows where NGC 6823 is located inside the frame. 





NGC 6823 – CLOUD SCULPTING STAR CLUSTER

• The second photos was taken by the Gemini North Telescope. 

• A close-up of the inner structure of the pillars within NGC 6820. 





NGC 6823 – CLOUD SCULPTING STAR CLUSTER

• Photo below taken by Astronomy Photo of the day 

• Gemini North Telescope showing Cluster NGC 6823

• Shows a close-up view of NGC 6823 – Open star cluster next to the 
pillars of dense dust and gas.  





That is the Sky this Month

By David Mills
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