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      MOON



    FULL MOON



Moon
• The full Moon is on February 1st, at 5:09 p.m.

• Moonrise on February 1st is at 5:11 p.m. in the northeastern sky. 

• This month’s full moon is called the Snow Moon.





REGULUS OCCULTATION



Moon – Regulus Occultation – Very Rare
• On February 2nd, the Moon occults Regulus in Leo the Lion. 

• At sunset, the moon can be seen moving directly towards the star.

• At 8:35 p.m. in the southeastern sky the Moon begins its final 
approach to Regulus.  From Peterborough we have a full Lunar 
Occultation lasting 1 hour from 8:48 p.m. to 9:53 p.m. 

• This will not happen again for another 30 years. 
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Moon
• 3rd Contact, at 9:52 the star Regulus reemerges from behind the 

moon. 

• 2 minutes later we have 4th contact. The occultation is over. 

• This will not happen for another 30 years.  According to NASA.

 





    NEW MOON



Moon

• The New Moon is on February 17th, at 7:01 a.m. 

• This month’s moon is the New Worm Moon.

• The Moon is south of the sun. 





Moon

• The planets Mercury and Venus are southeast of the sun. 

• Both planets are moving east and slowly rising out of the solar glare 
at sunset.  

• Mars is still in solar conjunction and not visible this month.  





      MERCURY 



Mercury 

• On February 1st, Mercury is still deep in the solar glare at sunset.

• Mercury is just 2 degrees above the western horizon at sunset.

• By February 8th Mercury is higher on the western horizon rising out 
of the sun’s glare.  As the days get longer this offsets Mercury’s 
eastward ascent. 





Mercury 

• On February 8th, Mercury is only 5 degrees over the western 
horizon at sunset. Still within the solar glare at twilight.  





Mercury 

• On February 8th, Mercury sets at 6:39 p.m. in the western sky.   





Mercury 

• On February 18th, Mercury and a young 1 day old Moon share a 
close conjunction in the western evening sky at sunset. 

• On the same evening the planets Satun, Mercury, Moon  and Venus 
all share a wide conjunction and form a curved short line in the 
evening twilight sky looking west. 





Mercury 

• On February 28th, Mercury forms a small triangle with Saturn and 
Venus.   

• All 3 planets are low on the western horizon at sunset.  Mercury 
and Venus are low in the solar glare at sunset. 

• Venus sets first then Mercury sets at 7:04 p.m. in the western sky.  





      VENUS



Venus 

• On February 1st, Venus is still deep in the solar glare at sunset. 

• The planet is only a few degrees above the western horizon at 
sunset.  

• By February 12th, Venus rises high enough to shine through the 
solar glare at twilight.  

• As the days get longer Venus needs more time to escape the sun’s 
glare. 





Venus 

• On February 28th, Venus is low on the western horizon at sunset. 

• On the same evening Venus and Mercury share a close conjunction 
in the evening western sky at sunset.

• The planet Saturn forms a triple conjunction and small triangle in 
the western sky at sunset.   

  





Venus 

• On February 28th, Venus sets at 7:02 p.m. in the western sky. 

  

  





       MARS



Mars 

• Mars is leaving solar conjunction and is  not visible this month.

• Mars is close to the sun and sitting on the solar Azimuth all month. 

  

  



      JUPITER



Jupiter 

• On February 1st, Jupiter sets at 6:20 a.m. in the western sky at 
morning twilight.     

  





Jupiter 

• On February 1st, Jupiter is well placed above the eastern horizon at 
sunset.





Jupiter 

• On February 26th,  Jupiter and the waxing Gibbous Moon share a 
wide conjunction at sunset in the southeastern sky. 





Jupiter 

• On February 28th, Jupiter sets at 4:26 a.m. the northwestern sky.

  





Jupiter 

• On February 28th, Jupiter is high in the southeastern sky at sunset.  





     SATURN



Saturn 

• On February 1st, Saturn is getting lower on the western horizon at 
sunset.     





Saturn 

• On February 1st, Saturn sets at 9:15 p.m. in the western sky.  





Saturn 

• On February 18th, Saturn shares a wide grouping with the Moon and 
Mercury side by side, and Venus in the western sky at sunset. 

• All 4 objects form a short, curved line in the sky. 

• Mercury, Moon and Venus are low on the western horizon at 
sunset. The observing window is short lived.   

  





Saturn 

• On February 19th , Saturn and the Moon share a wide conjunction 
in the evening western sky at sunset.  

• The planets Mercury and Venus are also visible at evening twilight. 

 

  





Saturn 

• On February 28th , Saturn is low on the western horizon at sunset.

• Both Mercury and Venus are below Saturn and are positioned just 
above the western horizon at sunset.  

 

  





    URANUS



Uranus  

• On February 1st, Uranus sets at 2:30 a.m. in the northwestern sky. 

 





Uranus  

• On January 1st, Uranus is high in the southeastern sky at sunset. 

• Uranus is less than 3 degrees southwest of M45     

 





Uranus  

• On February 28th , Uranus sets at 12:46 a.m. in the northwestern 
sky. 

 





Uranus  

• On February 28th, Uranus is high overhead in the southwestern sky 
at sunset.    

 





    NEPTUNE



Neptune

• On February 1st, Neptune is getting low in the western sky at 
sunset. 

• The planet Saturn is less than 3 degrees directly below Neptune 
and can be used as a guidepost to find the planet. 





Neptune

• On February 1st, Neptune sets at 9:24 p.m. in the western sky. 

• Neptune is just east of Saturn you can use the planet as a 
guidepost. 





Neptune

• On Feb 28th, Neptune is 15 degrees above the western horizon at 
sunset. 





Neptune

• On February 28th, Neptune sets at 7:41 p.m. in the western sky.





That is the Sky this Month

By David Mills
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