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Introduction	
	
•  Stars	appear	in	a	wide	variety	of	

brightness	
•  The	brightest	stars	have	proper	

names	
•  Most	stars	are	too	dim	to	see	

without	telescopes	or	binoculars	



History	
	
•  Hipparchus	150	B.C.E.	
•  Catalogued	1000	bright	stars	
•  Sorted	the	stars	into	6	brightness	

categories	
•  During	19th	century	made	more	

precise	and	expanded	
•  Smaller	the	number,	the	brighter	

the	star	
•  Each	whole	number	magnitude	is	

2.5	times	different	
•  Sirius	magnitude	–	1.5	
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Apparent	&	Absolute	Magnitude	
	
•  Luminosity	
•  Magnitude	(apparent	magnitude)	
•  Absolute	magnitude	
•  Limiting	magnitude		
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Solar	System	Series:	Earth	&	Moon	
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